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Uphill climb for poverty
summit

 

 Anti-globalisation protests were held before the summit
 World leaders and ministers attending a United

Nations summit on global poverty have largely
agreed that not enough has been done to meet
goals set five years ago.

The special five-day World Summit for Social
Development will look at progress towards
eliminating poverty.

It will review 10 commitments made at a
conference in Copenhagen in 1995 for wiping
out poverty, providing universal primary
education and basic health care as well as
halving the rate of poverty by 2015.

The UN said the aims set then have not been
met and today, three billion of the world's
inhabitants survive on less than $2 a day and
150 million people are without jobs.

"Our commitments have not been fulfilled. That
is a sad fact," Danish Prime Minister Poul Nyrup
Rasmussen said.

"We could have done better. Much better," he
told delegates at the opening of the conference.

Mr Rasmussen warned that a two-tier world
was being created and called on rich
governments to integrate poor countries into
the world trading system.

Uphill climb

The UN wants member countries to recommit
themselves to halving poverty by 2015.
However, it faces an uphill task.

Most world leaders are notable by their
absence.

Unlike in Copenhagen five years ago when 117
attended, fewer than 20 heads of state were
registered in Geneva - mostly from sub-
Saharan Africa. 
 
They also face a bleak
stocktaking exercise.

The head of the UN's
International Labour
Organisation, Juan
Somavia, says the
plight of the poor has
got worse rather than
better.

According to the UN,
part of the blame lies
with Western
governments who have cut aid spending to
developing countries and failed to resolve their
debt crises, but it also says globalisation has
been badly managed.

Developing countries must also ensure their
limited resources are better spent, the UN has
stressed.

The benefits of free trade, information
technology and foreign direct investment, it
argues, have not been fairly distributed.

The World Development Movement has blamed
the International Monetary Fund and has called
on it to develop a new form of "moral
economics".

The UN is determined that this summit should
start to redress the inequalities.

But non-governmental organisations say that,
with little government attention and no real
plan of action, the summit is in danger of
becoming a fiasco.
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