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1
Goals and 
Commitments

�  e “ rst paragraph of the Charter of the United Nations expresses the 
determination of the peoples of the world to •promote social progress 
and better standards of life in larger freedom• and to •employ interna-
tional machinery for the promotion of the economic and social ad-
vancement of all peoples•. Article 55 expands on these purposes:

With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-
being which are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among 
nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples, the United Nations shall promote:

a. higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of 
economic and social progress and development;

b. solutions of international economic, social, health, and related 
problems; and international cultural and educational coopera-
tion; and

c. universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all.

�  e world conferences and summits since 1990 have been the best 
attempt in the history of the United Nations to give concrete content 
to these objectives of the UN Charter. Although UN forums had long 
been the locus of policy debates, the conferences and summits of the 
past two decades were exceptional in responding to calls by leaders 
from many countries for the United Nations to more actively adopt 
the normative role outlined in the Charter by de“ ning values, setting 
goals, articulating strategies and adopting programmes of action in 
the di� erent dimensions of development. � ey re” ect, in turn, the 
fact that the UN is the political heart of the international system and…
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