
South Asia

BBC News Services

Copyright © 2018 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external linking.

Home UK World Business Politics Tech Science Health Family & Education Entertainment & Arts Stories More

On your mobile On your connected tv Get news alerts Contact BBC News

Hay Festival 2018

David Walliams reads
'Windy Mindy'

BBC ARTS

'Men have beards and
cry all the time'

BBC ARTS

Robert Webb's early
lesson in chivalry

BBC ARTS

Can 'smart pills' make
you cleverer?

BBC ARTS

Home News Sport Weather iPlayer TV

Radio CBBC CBeebies Food iWonder Bitesize

Travel Music Earth Arts Make It Digital Taster

Local Tomorrow's World

Terms of Use About the BBC Privacy Policy Cookies Accessibility Help Parental Guidance Contact the BBC Get Personalised Newsletters

11 May 2011

Bangladesh has one of the highest fatality
rates for road accidents in the world

Bangladesh kicks off UN road safety
decade
By Anbarasan Ethirajan
BBC News, Dhaka

Bangladesh will join the first United
Nations Decade of Action for Road
safety, along with dozens of
countries.

The programme will be marked by
special events in Bangladesh, which
has one of the most high-risk roads in
the world.

According to official statistics, every
year about 10,000 people are killed in
road accidents in the country.

The campaign seeks to prevent millions of traffic deaths and injuries. It is estimated
that road accidents will kill 1.9 million people annually by 2020.

Road crashes kill more people than Malaria and by the end of the decade it is
projected they will become a bigger killer than HIV-Aids.

So, the UN has launched a campaign to stabilise and then reduce road fatalities
and injuries over the course of the decade.

The problem is acute in Bangladesh, which has one of the highest fatality rates for
road accidents in the world.

The highway from the capital, Dhaka, to the north-eastern city of Sylhet is
considered to be one of the most dangerous roads for drivers.

With a rate of 0.6 deaths per km, the fatality rate on the N2 highway is 10 times
higher than Britain's most persistently high risk roads.

The UN supported programme wants to create awareness among people about
road safety and also help developing countries to attract investment from
multilateral institutions to improve their accident-prone highways.

Priorities also include awareness programmes to influence the behaviour of road
users and improving care and rehabilitation following accidents.
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