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Abstract
We present a comparison of coverage and
values f or f ive inequality data sets that have
w orldw ide or major international coverage and
independent measurements that are intended to
present consistent coef f icients that can be
compared directly across countries and time. The
comparison data sets are those published by the
Luxembourg Income Studies (LIS), the OECD, the
European Union’s Statistics on Incomes and
Living Conditions (EU-SILC), and the World
Bank’s World Development Indicators (WDI). The
baseline comparison is w ith our ow n Estimated
Household Income Inequality (EHII) data set of the
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Appraising cross-national income inequality databases: An introduction
November 2015 · The Journal of Economic Inequality
Daniel Teles ·

Nora Lustig ·

Francisco H. G. Ferreira

In response to a grow ing interest in comparing inequality levels and trends across countries, a number
of cross-national inequality databases are now available. These databases dif f er considerably in
purpose, coverage, data sources, inclusion and exclusion criteria, and quality of documentation. This
special issue review s and compares eight such databases. Five are microdata-based: CEPALSTAT, ...
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January 2016
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James Galbraith

The UTIP-UNIDO data set of industrial pay inequality is a panel comprised of the betw een-groups
component of Theil’s T statistic measured in dif f erent countries and years across a stable and
consistent set of industrial sectors. The Theil method is described in f ull elsew here (Conceição,
Ferreira and Galbraith 1999). Initially computed by Galbraith, Lu and Darity (1999) and updated by
Galbraith ... [Show f ull abstract]
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James Galbraith

This paper summarizes a comprehensive revision and update of UTIP's w ork on the inequality of pay
and incomes around the w orld, covering the years 1963 to 2008. The new UTIP-UNIDO data set of
industrial pay inequality has 4054 country-year observations over f or 167 countries, w hile the
updated and revised EHII data set of estimated gross household income inequality has 3871
observations over 149 ... [Show f ull abstract]
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en In most Member countries of the Organisation f or Economic Co‐operation Development (OECD), the
income gap betw een rich and poor has w idened over the past decades. This article analyses
w hether and to w hat extent income taxes and social transf ers have contributed to this trend. Has the
redistributive impact of dif f erent social programmes changed over time? We use microdata f rom the
LIS Cross ... [Show f ull abstract]
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